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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOoHN CHARVA, of New
York city, New York, have invented an Im-
proved Tail-Piece for Zithers, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to an improved tail-
piece for zithers, in which the pins that hold
the ends of the strings are entirely concealed
by a folding lid. In this way the pins are
protected from becoming bent or otherwise

come into contact with them.

The invention consists in the various fea-
tures of improvement more fully pointed out
in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11s
a top view of part of a zither, showing the lid
closed over the tail-piece; Fig. 2, a similar
view, partly in section, with the lid open; Fig.
3, an end view of Fig. 1; and Fig. 4, a cross-
section on line « x, Fig. 2.

The letter o represents the sounding-hoard
of azither, ¢/ the base-plate,and( the strings.
These strings pass over a notched bridge c,
and are thence fastened to pins or pegs d
projecting rearwardly from the back of the
zither, Fig. 4.

I provide the zither with two rearwardly-
projecting lugs e, one at the right and one at
the left end. Between these lugs the base-
plate ¢’ is rearwardly extended, as ata®. To
the lugs e there is hinged a lid f, that carries
ontopa concave plate £/, in which the fingers
may rest. When the lid is swung upward, it
covers the pins d entirely, and the top plate
f' projects over the rear or slotted part of the
bridge ¢, without, however, coming into con-
tact with the strings. I prefer to hinge the
1id f to the lugs ¢ by means of a pair of lat-
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erally-projecting pins f* on the lid entering
longitudinal slot ¢’ on the inner face of the
lugs. Thus the lid has a slight up-and-down
play that allows it to rise off extension o®
while being revolved.

In order to hold the lid in its upright or
closed position, it is provided with two catches
g, that are pivoted to and project laterally
from the lid. These catches fit into notches
cut into the ends of the bridge, Fig. 3.
Through each notch there extends a pin ¢,
that is grasped by the catch and holds the
same in firm engagement with the bridge.

It will be seen that the parts ¢ ¢® constitute,
in effect, a box, open at the fop and back,
which projects to the rear of the tail-piece of
the zither. The lid, with its top plate f/, is

adapted to close this open top and back, so as

to form a box that is closed entirely, except-
ing where the strings are admitted. In this
way the ends of the strings, the bridge, and
the pegs are properly protected and a very
convenient rest is provided for the fingers.

What I elaim is—

1. The combination, in azither, of abasea’,
having rearward extension ¢? with lugs e at
the sides of such extension, a lid f, hinged be-
tween lugs ¢, and a finger-plate 17, secured to
lid f, substantially as specified.

2. The combination of a zither having
bridge ¢ and rearwardly-projecting lugs e
with a pivoted lid 7, having top plate f” and
pivoted to the lugs ¢, and with catches g, sub-
stantially as specified.

JOHIN CHARVA.
Witnesses:
F. v. BRIESEN,
A. JONGHMANS.
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