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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, GEREMIAS OSSWALD, a
citizen of Germany, residing at Chicago, in the
county of Cook and State of Iflinois, have in-
vented certain new and usefal Impr ovements
in Zithers, which are fully set forth in the fol-
lowing speclﬁeatlon reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming a p'uthere-
of, and in which—

I’wme 1 is a plan or top view of my im-
proved zither, and Fig. £ is a vertical longi-
tudinal section on the plane » 2 of Fig. 1.

Like letters refer to like parts.

The object of my invention is to improve
the construction of the zither in sach a man-

. ner as to increase the volume of tone over any
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like instrument heretofore produced; and to
that end I construet my instrument as follows,
namely:

To the common form of zither A, T add a
resonance-chamber, B. This I do as follows,
nawmely: In place of the ordinary back of the
zither I attach a thin back, g, extending be-
yond the zither A intheformof a margin sev-
eral inches,(more or less,) according tothe de-
sired effect or volume of tone and also orna-
meptal effect, and around the edges are at-
tached the thin sides, as clearly indicated in
the broken line in Tig. 1. To these sides a
thin bottom, %, is attached, which is strength-
ened by thepieces ¢, secured toit. Said pieces
swell at the center and taper toward their
ends, as shown in Fig. 2, and are placed in

(No model.)

about the relative position as indicated in
Fig. 1.. The usual opemng, ¢, is cut in the
top of the old part A, and in its new bottom ¢
is cut a hole, 4, (showu in this case in the
form of an “f, ’7) and upon its borders are cut
holes f, for the purpose of freely emitting the
sound.

All the parts of the 1esonant chamber Bare
made as light as the nature of the material
will permit. -

By this construction I have found that I
can increase the volume of sound to from dou-
ble to three times that of the present instro-
ment.

What T elaim is—

1. A zither formed of the chamber A and
resonant - chamber B, projecting beyond the
chamber A, and having a bottom, ¢, which

35

40

*

50

forms the top of the echamber B, and which is -

provided with an opening, d, and the cham-
ber A with an opening, ¢, substantially as
specified.

2. A zither formed of the two chambers A
and B, of which the under one, B, projects
beyond the upper one, A, and is provided with
openings-f in said projeeting part through the
board g, and is also provided with an opening,

-d, through the board ¢, under the opening ¢

of the chamber A, substantially as specified.
GEREMIAS OSSWALD,
Witnesses:
WM. ZIMMERMAN,
H. FISCHER.
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